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Editorial  Comments 

Children  and  Meeting 

We  often  say  that  Friends  Bulletin  is  the  magazine  of  news, 
information,  opinion,  and  activities  of  Friends  in  the  West.  You 
will  find  many  of  the  above  categories  in  the  first  few  pages  of 
this  issue.  The  difference,  this  month,  is  that  our  authors  are 
much  younger  than  usual. 

Children  from  Davis  Meeting  tell  us  of  playing  the  piano  and 
reading,  as  well  as  the  front  yard  and  the  garden  of  their  meeting 
house.  Children  from  Tempe  Meeting  tell  us  about  their  meet- 
ing, First  Day  school,  and  Quaker  beliefs.  Robin  Miller  and 
Leksy  Shabazz  from  Eugene  Meeting  tell  us  about  God.  Jordan 
Blumberg-Enge  provides  a bountiful  potluck.  Cassie  Forbes 
from  Pima  Meeting  shares  her  trip  to  Sea  World.  First  Day  school 
teachers  from  Corvallis  explain  their  program.  The  Raccoons 
from  Logan  Meeting  share  animal  word  picture  poems. 

Theology,  information,  activity,  opinion — it's  all  there. 


It's  time  to  be  thinking  about  yearly  meeting.  You'll  find  the 
"Call  to  North  Pacific"  in  this  issue;  Intermountain's  was  in  the 
April  issue  and  Pacific's  will  be  in  June.  If  yearly  meeting  isn't  on 
your  calendar,  consider  putting  it  there.  You'll  have  a wonderful 
time,  and  I look  forward  to  seeing  you  there.  (For  dates  and 
locations,  see  p.  143.) 


Corrections  from  Previous  Issues 


1.  Phillip  Wells  from  Argenta  Meeting  reviewed  the  book. 
Thirty  Essays  on  the  Gospel  of  Thomas.  (January  1996,  p.  88). 

Phillip  writes  to  clarify  the  editorial  comments: 

"Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  was  established  in  1947.  I was 
clerk  of  it  (not  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends)  from  1952 
to  1954.  By  that  time  Pacific  Coast  Association  of  Friends  was 
a thing  of  the  past.  Its  name  disappeared  from  the  Friends 
Bulletin  in  1950.  Incidentally,  I was  Recording  Clerk  of  Pacific 
Coast  Association  of  Friends  when  it  met  at  Hidden  Villa  in 
1942 — a meeting  which  Josephine  Duveneck  in  her  autobiog- 
raphy mistakenly  called  'the  first  session  of  PYM.'  The  Archi- 
vist is  correct  in  that  I was  Clerk  of  the  Bulletin  Committee 
from  1948  to  1952,  but  I was  also  Clerk  of  that  Committee  from 
1944  or  1945  to  1947,  when  Ed  Sanders  and  I worked  to  insure 
the  establishment  of  PYM.  At  that  time  the  Bulletin  Commit- 
tee was  the  only  active  committee  of  PCAF.  I was  asked  to 
serve  in  various  capacities  during  the  first  25  years  of  PYM, 
including  service  on  the  Bulletin  Committee,  as  he  [the  Archi- 
vist] mentions." 

2.  Cynthia  B.  Taylor,  Salt  Lake  Meeting,  "The  Testimony 
of  Community"  (March  1996,  p.  98),  said,  "John  3:3  says  that 
the  tongue  is  a tiny  muscle  with  enormous  power,  like  the 
rudder  of  a ship;  it  easily  offends  those  we  love." 

The  sentence  should  have  read  James  3:3&4." 

3.  In  the  "Vital  Statistics"  column  (April  1996,  p.  127), 
"New  Members"  section,  we  placed  Whitaker  Rehm  in  the 
wrong  meeting.  He  is  a member  of  Orange  County  Meeting. 

Continued  on  page  135.J 


PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

Presiding  Clerk:  Eric  Moon  (510)  841-5471 

2314  Eighth  St,  #B 
Berkeley,  CA  94710 

Assistant  Clerk:  Andrea  English  (510)  848-5202 

1746  Virginia 
Berkeley,  CA  94703 

Treasurer:  Phyllis  Jones  (916)223-5405 

PO  Box  493599 
Redding,  CA  96049-3599 

Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Clerk  or  contact  person: 

Sarah  Orr  (619)  436-8346 

1915  Montgomery  Ave 
Cardiff-by-the-Sea,  CA  92007 

Young  Friends  Clerk  or  contact  person: 

Carl  Magruder  (510)  655-9671 

1900  Alcatraz  Ave,  #8 
Berkeley,  CA  94703 


NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 


Presiding  Clerk: 

Margaret  Sorrel  (206)  632-9566 
4302  Woodlawn  Ave  N 


Seattle,  WA  98103 


Steering  Committee  Clerk: 

Helen  Dart 
2675  Baker  Blvd 
Eugene,  OR  97403 
Treasurer:  Sylvie  McGee 

12525  17th  Ave  NE 
Seattle,  WA  98125 


(541)  484-5586 
mhenner@igc.apc.org 

(206)  361-8031 
sylvie@eskimo.com 


Junior  Friends  Clerk  or  contact  person: 

Katy  Thorsos  (206)  883-7304 

19627  NE  140th  St 


Woodinville,  WA  98072 
Young  Friends  Clerks  or  contact  persons: 

Kathy  Hyzy  (503)  472-5779 

Linfield  College  Unit  #2334 
McMinnville,  OR  97128 

khyzy@calvin.linfield.edu 
Secretary:  Lexanne  Bumm  (206)  633-4860 

2342  N 50th  St  dialex@scn.org 

Seattle,  WA  98103 


INTERMOUNTAIN  YEARLY  MEETING 


Presiding  Clerk:  (801)  399-9491 

Chuck  Rostkowski  chuckr@jcave.com 
962  26th  St 


Ogden,  UT  84401 
Continuing  Committee  Clerk: 

Jan  Miller  (801)  278-2759 

211  Fifth  Ave,  #204  eqair.jmiller@state.ut.us 

Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84103 

Treasurer:  Tom  Schroeder  (801)  245-4523 

715  E 400  N faschroe@cc.usu.edu 

Wellsville,  UT  84339 
Senior  Young  Friends  Co-Clerks: 

Alida  Godfrey  (503)  316-2844 

Willamette  University 
900  State  Street,  E219 
Salem,  OR  97301 

agodfrey@willamette.edu 


Keil  Mueller  (303)  237-2023 

1840  Dover  St  99kmm@williams.edu 

Lakewood,  CO  80215 
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AFSC/SCQM  Youth  Service  Project 
by  Anthony  Manousos,  Claremont  Meeting 


On  March  9, 1996,  the  Whittier  Friends  Y oung  Friends 
and  the  AFSC/SCQM  Youth  Service  Project  organized 
a barbecue  and  crafts  project  for  inner  city  children  in 
Long  Beach.  Fifteen  teenagers  and  five  adults  partici- 
pated in  this  project.  Around  fifty  African-American 
children  and  their  families  showed  up,  played  games, 
ate  food,  and  had  a wonderful  time.  Afterwards,  the 
youth  met  with  Fred  Newkirk,  Marloma  Friends,  and 
others  involved  in  building  bridges  of  understanding 
between  the  African-American  and  Korean  communi- 
ties. In  the  evening  the  youth  took  part  in  "rice  bowl-a- 
thon"  which  raised  over  $250  for  AFSC's  relief  efforts  on 
behalf  of  North  Korea's  flood  victims.  On  Sunday,  the 
youth  attended  meeting  for  worship  at  Whittier  First 
Friends  Church  and  gave  a report  at  their  business 
meeting  that  was  well  received. 

Our  third  year  ended  in  the  spirit  of  unity  and 
friendship.  We  are  grateful  to  the  Spirit  that  has  brought 
us  together.  For  information  about  Youth  Service  Project 
events,  contact  Anthony  Manousos  1446  E.  Ralston  Ave, 
^San  Bernardino  CA  92404.  Phone;  909-883-1319.  ■ , 
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Children  and  Meeting 


Davis  Meeting 


r 


Davis  Meeting  Children: 

Grace  Pettygrove,  age  8. 
Elizabeth  Hennies,  age  8. 
Katie  Shepard,  age  9. 
Mar-y-Sol  Pasquiers,  age  9. 


V 


~\ 


to  play  the  piano 
Grace. 
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Queries  on  Interaction  of  Children  and  Adults* 

1.  When  you  were  a child,  what  was  one  of  your 
best  memories  of  an  adult  sharing  with  you? 

• Spending  time  one-on-one  (reading,  teaching,  etc.) 

• Someone  going  out  of  their  way  for  you,  a little  child 

• Teaching  skills  (i.e.,  basketball) 

• Sharing  songs 

• Patience,  caring,  tenderness 

• Being  treated  as  a human  being 

• Listening  to  adults  debate  some  moral  issue 

• Involvement  with  nature 

• Lives  according  to  beliefs;  examples  of  sense  of  justice 

2.  If  you  were  a child  now,  what  would  you 
like  to  do  or  learn  with  an  adult? 

• Learn  a special  skill  (sewing,  woodworking,  knitting) 

• Curious  about  what  adults  do  and  like 

• How  to  translate  beliefs  into  activism  (i.e.,  recycling, 
helping  others) 

• How  to  practice  Quaker  principles 

• Be  given  the  opportunity  to  help  or  serve  or  make  a 
connection 

• To  be  called  specifically,  to  be  included  in  activities 

3.  Is  there  something  you  think  that  children 
are  missing  now? 

• Special  one-on-one  attention  from  an  adult  other  than 

parents;  a sense  of  extended  family 

• Awareness  of  children's  gift  to  Meeting 

• Use  their  names 

• Knowledge  of  the  Bible 

• Special  intense  events  (preadolescent  and  adolescent), 

(i.e.,  camping,  overnights,  youth  projects) 

• See  what  grownups  do 

• Intergenerational  community 

4.  What  can  we  learn  from  children  today? 

• Children  have  very  special  and  clear  insights  into 
matters  of  justice,  spirituality,  and  moral  behavior, 
but  we  rarely  listen  to  what  they  have  to  say 

• Emphasize  what  children  can  learn  rather  than  what 

adults  can  teach 

• Closeness  to  the  spiritual 

• What  their  reality  is  like,  what  they  are  concerned 
with,  deal  with  (sharing  circle);  get  to  know  their 
world,  a different  world 

5.  What  are  some  of  your  favorite  activities  or 
talents  that  you  could  share  with  the  children? 

• Crafts,  sewing,  baking 

• How  to  cook,  make  things 

• Group  camping  ■ 

* Davis  Friends  Meeting  Newsletter,  Sixth  Month  (June)  1995. 
Queries  dated  April  16, 1995. 


First  through  third  grade  class,  Tempe  Meeting. 


Our  Meeting 

by  the  first  through  third  grade  class, 

Tempe  Meeting 

Tempe  Friends  Meeting  is  the  name  of  our  meeting. 
When  we  first  come  into  the  meeting  house  to  go  to 
meeting  for  worship,  we  see  the  greeter.  The  greeter  greets 
us  by  saying  "good  morning"  and  shaking  our  hands. 
People  come  to  the  Friends  Meeting  to  take  time  to  think 
about  God.  We  go  with  our  families. 

Then  the  children  go  to  First  Day  school.  We  learn 
about  Jesus  and  how  he  loves  kids  and  about  Quakers  like 
George  Fox.  We  went  trick  or  treating  for  UNICEF  on 
Halloween.  We  had  a Christmas  play. 

Quakers  believe  in  doing  good  things  for  other  people. 
They  believe  in  peace,  equality,  simplicity,  and  commu- 
nity. They  take  time  off  to  sit  down  and  think  about  God. 

Written  by  Kaitlin  and  Jeremy  Melcher-Post,  Rebecca 
Janney,  and  Lisa  Roth,  the  first  through  third  grade  class. 
Paul  Gardner  is  in  the  class,  too.  ■ 


Looking  at  the  Boats  at  Sea  World 
by  Cassie  Forbes,  Pima  Meeting. 
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Eugene  Meeting 

Poem 

by  Robin  Miller 

I 

God  created  me  as  I am  because 
God  is  God  is  God. 

I love  God. 

II 

Hours  lasting, 

Love  is  good. 

Hours  lasting. 

Love  is  always  good. 

Hours  and  hours  lasting. 

Love  is  always  good. 

Because  you  are  love 
And  so  am  I. 

III 

When  what  you  love 
Is  what  is  going  to  stop. 

Don't  be  afraid. 

It  will  come  back 
Without  a drop 
And  you  will  rise 
Up  in  the  air 
Without  a care.  ■ 


Pot  luck, 
by  Jordan 
Blumberg-Enge. 


_ ib 

wm 


Eugene  Meeting  Children: 

Jordan  Blumberg-Enge,  age  8. 
Leksy  Shabazz,  age  7. 

Miah  K.  Edson,  fourth  grade. 
Robin  Miller,  age  6. 


/ \ va 


The  Rhythm 
of  the  Light  Bird, 
by  Robin  Miller. 


Wondering  if  she  would  like  to  go,  six  year 
-eld  Leksy  asked  her  Dad,  "What's  Bible  camp 
like?" 

"I  don't  know,  but  I think  it  would  be  lots 
of  fun,  and  people  will  try  to  convince  you  to 
believe  what  they  believe." 

"Like  what?" 

"Like  that  God  is  a man." 

"Well,  I believe  God  is  a man,  and  I believe 
God  is  a woman,  so  I already  believe  more 
than  they  do,  so  it's  all  right."  ■ 

-Leksy  Shabazz 


Deer,  by  Miah  K.  Edson. 
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Animal  Word  Pictures 

by  The  Raccoons,  Logan  Meeting 

The  Raccoons  (children's  group,  ages  6-9)  of  Logan 
Meeting  have  been  studying  the  curriculum,  "Walking 
Cheerfully  in  the  Light."  They  have  learned  how  humans 
are  part  of  the  web  of  life  and  of  their  connection  and 
responsibility  to  the  other  creatures  that  share  our  small 
planet. 

The  Raccoons  wrote  these  poems: 

WOLF 
timber  wolf 
runs  very  fast 
howls  at  the  moon 
wild  dog. 

COUGAR 
lean — fast 
quick  to  strike 
shadow  on  the  wind 
cautious. 

MOUSE 

Mouse  moves  quickly  into  its  hole 
away  from  the  snake. 

TORTOISE 
very  slowly 
crosses  the  desert 
hurries  into  its  shell 
safe. 

OWL 
night  bird 
stalks  its  prey 
showing  its  wise  power 
smart. 

BOBCAT 
runs  fast 
looking  for  food 
flies  through  the  desert 
powerful. 

The  Raccoons  are  Skyler  Bosworth,  Justin  Burger,  Seth 
Burger,  Timothy  Duskin,  Hank  Easterling,  Laura  Evans, 
Tony  Litizette,  Charlie  Milner,  Will  Munger,  Mitchell 
Neuber,  Mark  Sailor,  Martin  Schroeder,  Kaitlin  Shugart, 
Christine  Terry,  and  Miranda  Trostle.  The  article  was 
submitted  by  Peggy  Neuber.  ■ 


Corvallis  Meeting 


Thad  and  Zina  Allen,  Neil  and  Jeanne  Davidson  are  part  of 
the  First  Day  school  class  at  Corvallis  Meeting. 


First  Day  School 

by  Hugh  and  Jeanne  Davidson 

In  First  Day  school  we  are  exploring  why  the  Bible  is 
arranged  the  way  it  is,  how  to  look  stuff  up,  the  difference 
between  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  what  the  Law 
and  Prophets  in  the  Old  Testament  say  about  the  Messiah. 
We  will  focus  on  how  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  con- 
verge, where  Jesus  fits  in  as  a historical  figure,  and  try  to 
get  the  kids  to  understand  what  is  knowable  from  history 
about  these  times.  We  are  consciously  trying  to  get  our  kids 
to  see  there  was  a child,  then  a youth,  and  later  a young 
Palestinian  Jewish  man  named  Jesus  who  experienced  life 
and  death  as  a member  of  a larger  culture  and  belief 
system.  Later  we  will  more  concretely  explore  His  life  as  a 
full  adult  and  the  larger  role  He  has  played  in  so  many 
lives.  ■ 

From  Corvallis  Meeting  newsletter,  March  1996. 


Corrections.  Continued  from  p.  130. 

4.  In  the  poem,  "The  Color  of  My  God"  by  Mary  Coffin, 
Pima  Meeting,  (January  1996,  p.  79)  the  word  "violet"  was 
printed  as  "violent."  The  passage  should  have  read: 

God  when  blessing 
is  lavender-violet 
but  when  teaching 
does  he  move  in 
an  earth  tone  aura, 
does  he  grieve  in 
jade  green  hues? 

5.  The  cover  photograph  of  the  April  1996  issue  is  of  a 
sculpture  on  the  Fort  Lewis  College  Campus  (site  of  Inter- 
mountain Yearly  Meeting).  The  sculpture,  "The  River  Pot- 
ters," was  created  by  Doug  Hyde. 

Friends  Bulletin  regrets  these  errors.  ■ 
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Expenses  at  IMYM 

by  Jan  Miller,  Continuing  Committee  Clerk 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  is  considering  whether 
or  not  to  cover  the  room  and  board  expenses  for  officers 
and  coordinators  who  operate  and  conduct  the  annual 
session.  Many  viewpoints  have  been  expressed,  indicating 
a wide  variety  of  opinions  among  individuals,  monthly 
meetings,  and  yearly  meeting.  The  searching  has  brought 
us  to  see  how  diverse  our  points  of  view  are,  whatever 
yearly  meeting  decides. 

IMYM  was  formed  in  1974  by  Quakers  in  Arizona, 
Colorado,  and  New  Mexico.  Because  of  the  vast  distances 
involved,  the  three  regional  meetings  decided  to  take  two- 
year  turns  providing  officers  and  managing  yearly  meet- 
ing affairs.  Executive  committee  meetings  are  thus  held 
within  one  state,  with  relatively  small  travel  expenses. 
Each  region  finds  officers  for  its  turn  and  gets  a rest  for  four 
years.  (Utah  takes  its  turn  with  Arizona,  the  smallest  of  the 
original  three  regions.  Utah  joined  IMYM  in  1979.) 

Another  early  decision  was  that  IMYM  would  pay  the 
room  and  board  expenses  for  those  people  who  work  full- 
time in  the  children's  program.  In  1990,  IMYM  decided  to 
cover  expenses  for  those  officers  whose  duties  require 
them  to  arrive  early  at  yearly  meeting — registrar,  opera- 
tions coordinator,  and  junior  yearly  meeting  coordina- 
tor— on  the  theory  that  being  an  officer  should  not  require 
a cash  outlay  beyond  what  other  attenders  have  to  pay. 

In  recent  years,  the  regional  meetings  have  had  greater 
difficulty  in  finding  officers  to  serve  the  yearly  meeting. 
We  decided  in  1993  to  let  responsibility  for  the  children's 
program  lag  two  years  behind  other  responsibilities.  Thus, 
for  the  period  June  1995-June  1997,  Utah  and  Arizona  have 
general  responsibility  for  yearly  meeting,  while  New 
Mexico  is  responsible  for  the  children's  program. 

In  June  1995,  a request  came  before  yearly  meeting  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  officers,  and  that  issue  was  placed 
before  monthly  meetings.  The  responses,  as  reported  at 
Continuing  Committee,  indicate  a variety  of  viewpoints. 
Repeatedly,  we  heard  of  ''providing  the  financial  support 
necessary  to  enable  individuals  to  undertake  the  responsi- 
bilities of  officers."  Does  that  mean  those  individuals 
could  not  otherwise  afford  to  attend  yearly  meeting?  Or 
does  it  mean  that  carrying  out  IMYM  jobs  may  require 
expenses  not  usually  reimbursed,  such  as  child  care? 

Some  felt  that  only  the  most  heavily  burdened  officers 
should  be  supported — those  whose  jobs  require  only  a 
small  amount  of  time  or  effort  should  receive  only  a 
portion  of  their  expenses.  That  implies  we  are  paying 
individuals  for  the  work  they  do;  yet  no  one  believes  we 
should  do  that. 

Another  point  is  that  officers  "give  up"  yearly  meet- 
ing— in  the  sense  that  they  can't  attend  activities  such  as 
worship  sharing — and  shouldn't  have  to  pay  the  costs  of 
being  there.  Others  say,  "No,  I haven't  given  up  my  yearly 


meeting  when  I have  a job;  it's  just  a different  yearly 
meeting."  Those  who  have  worked  in  junior  yearly  meet- 
ing speak  of  it  as  a deep  spiritual  experience. 

A third  view  is  that  officers  are  people  who  attend 
yearly  meeting  anyway,  and  need  no  financial  assistance. 
Or,  if  they  do,  it  should  come  from  the  Scholarship  Fund. 
And  since  regions  take  turns  operating  yearly  meeting,  no 
one  serves  more  than  two  years  in  a row,  and  burdens  are 
shared  equally. 

Finally,  there  seem  to  be  varying  views  of  the  relation- 
ship of  individuals  and  the  yearly  meeting.  Some  say  that 
the  individuals  who  work  to  keep  the  organization  func- 
tioning should  be  rewarded,  or  at  least,  not  financially 
burdened.  Yearly  meeting  is  subsidized  by  the  labor  of  its 
members.  Others  see  yearly  meeting  as  an  important  part 
of  their  spiritual,  personal,  and  community  well-being, 
and  they  want  to  contribute  toward  keeping  it  functioning. 

One  monthly  meeting  said  our  society  looks  down  on 
those  who  are  poor,  and  we  ought  to  make  it  OK  to  ask  for 
scholarship  help  when  we  need  it.  Others  want  to  set  up 
mechanisms  so  that  no  one  has  to  be  embarrassed  by 
asking  for  assistance. 

Some  say  it  is  a mistake  to  believe  that  officers  contrib- 
ute more  to  the  functioning  of  yearly  meeting  than  others. 
Attenders  bring  and  share  with  others  their  cares  and 
troubles,  their  hopes  and  prayers,  their  compassion  and 
caring.  For  most  of  us,  those  sharings  are  more  important 
than  the  mechanics  of  getting  our  business  done. 

After  considering  all  these  views — to  be  discussed  again 
at  IMYM  in  June — Continuing  Committee's  recommenda- 
tion to  IMYM  is: 

Minute  CC-96-2 

"In  order  to  make  service  to  IMYM  as  easy  as 
possible,  the  total  room  and  board  expenses 
should  be  covered  for  the  following  officers  and 
coordinators  of  executive  committee:  clerk,  re- 
cording clerk,  treasurer,  clerk  of  continuing  com- 
mittee; registrar,  coordinators  of  operations,  wor- 
ship sharing,  interest  groups.  Senior  Young 
Friends,  Junior  Young  Friends;  and  clerks  of  Se- 
nior Young  Friends  and  Junior  Young  Friends. 

This  expense  should  appear  as  a line  item  in  the 
budget  and  the  annual  assessment  should  be 
raised  (as  necessary)  to  cover  this  cost. 

"In  the  following  positions,  up  to  two  people  can 
be  covered:  registrar,  director  of  operations, 
clerks  and  coordinators  of  young  friends  (both 
SYF  and  JYF).  When  more  than  one  person  serves 
in  another  position,  the  funding  for  that  position 
would  be  split  between  the  two.  Positions  in  Jun- 
ior Yearly  Meeting  are  already  covered  in  the 
Junior  Yearly  Meeting  budget.  The  coverage  will 
be  used  for  the  first  time  in  1997.  " ■ 

Jan  Miller  is  a member  of  Salt  Lake  Meeting. 
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Letters 

Friends  Summer  Gathering  in  New  Zealand  Inclusive  Language 


Greetings  from  the  Pacific!  I am  writing  from  Fiji, 
where  I am  finishing  up  my  service  in  the  Peace  Corps,  and 
I have  just  returned  from  the  Friends  Summer  Gathering  in 
New  Zealand. 

The  Summer  Gathering  was  held  in  Kaiapoi,  New 
Zealand,  just  outside  Christchurch,  at  the  Blue  Skies  Scout- 
ing Centre,  from  January  2-11,  1996.  About  a quarter  of 
New  Zealand's  700  Friends  were  in  attendance.  Summer 
Gathering  is  a family  affair,  like  our  yearly  meetings,  but  it 
is  kept  separate  from  the  yearly  meeting  so  that  business  is 
kept  to  a minimum. 

The  focus  of  the  Gathering  is  on  having  fun  and  on 
community-building,  and  I can  attest  that  it  is  very  effec- 
tive on  both  counts.  I feel  very  lucky  to  have  been  able  to 
attend  not  just  one  but  two  Summer  Gatherings — I was  at 
last  year's  Gathering  as  well.  Being  an  unofficial  living 
epistle  is  a great  job. 

These  were  some  of  the  highlights  of  the  Summer 
Gathering  for  me: 

• The  food  was  delicious.  It  was  organized  by  a 
Christchurch  Friend  who  made  the  kitchen  a special  place 
the  first  day  by  putting  up  handmade  signs  with  important 
reminders  like  "Breathe!"  and  "Never  confuse  movement 
with  action."  There  were  lots  of  choices  for  vegetarians, 
and  the  fruits  and  vegetables  were  100  per  cent  organic.  We 
all  had  duties,  many  of  them  involving  cooking,  cleaning, 
or  serving,  which  are  an  important  part  of  the  Gathering 
experience.  I particularly  enjoyed  my  job  as  a dinner 
server.  "More  broccoli,  anyone?" 

• Young  Friends  (high  school  to  college  age)  are  a vital 
part  of  the  Gathering.  One  older  Friend  said  to  me,  "My 
favorite  part  of  Summer  Gathering  is  not  just  that  the 
adults  treat  younger  people  like  people,  but  that  Young 
Friends  treat  adults  like  people,  too."  Although  Young 
Friends  tended  to  keep  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  Gath- 
ering, it  is  clear  that  this  time  and  space  is  just  as  important 
to  them  as  it  is  to  the  older  people,  a defining  part  of  their 
identity  as  Quakers. 

• Fascinating  sessions  every  morning  and  evening 
were  held  by  different  Friends  on  many  subjects.  The 
French  nuclear  testing  was  a topic  of  wide  concern.  I spoke 
about  my  work  as  a Peace  Corps  volunteer.  There  were 
also  interest  groups  on  bullying  in  schools,  land  mines, 
lesbian  and  bisexual  women's  concerns,  membership  in 
meetings,  and  spiritual  habitats. 

• Every  night  there  was  a special  brief  session  called 
"Epilogue"  to  put  people  in  a good  mood  for  sleep.  Often 
it  was  as  simple  as  a poem  read  aloud  by  candle  light, 
cushioned  on  either  side  by  five  minutes  of  silence.  This 
was  a special  time  of  the  day,  preparing  the  way  for 
peaceful  dreams. 

Continued  in  next  column. 


As  the  National  Hymnal  Committee  works  toward  a 
close,  it  is  time  for  Friends  to  strive  for  clarity  and  unity  in 
the  spirit  on  the  subject  of  inclusive  language.  Inclusive 
language  is  the  use  of  language  which  is  sensitive  to  all, 
and  describes  beings  in  a global,  ecumenical  way.  When 
older  texts  are  edited,  martial  and  monarchical  images  can 
be  addressed  at  the  same  time. 

There  are  three  levels  of  gender-based  inclusive  lan- 
guage. The  most  common,  which  nearly  all  Christian 
denominations  have  accepted,  refers  to  the  people,  the 
congregation,  the  meeting,  as  both  male  and  female.  "Good 
Christian  Men,  Rejoice"  becomes  "Good  Christian  Friends, 
Rejoice"  or  "Good  Christians,  All  Rejoice." 

The  second  level  refers  to  the  Deity:  patriarchal  imag- 
ery may  be  replaced  by  "Father-Mother  God,"  "Maker," 
"Creator,"  & third-person  male  pronouns  (He,  Him,  His) 
may  be  replaced  by  second-person  pronouns  (You,  Your). 
Plain  speech  also  may  be  useful  (Thee,  Thou,  Thy),  par- 
ticularly when  editing  older  texts  which  already  include 
archaic  language  ("How  Great  Thou  Art"). 

The  third,  and  most  controversial  level,  is  how  to  de- 
scribe Christ  so  that  Christ's  message  is  more  accessible  to 
all,  and  so  that  Christ's  role-modeling  and  leadership  are 
completely  available  to  everyone.  This  level  substitutes 
"Christ"  or  "Savior"  for  male  pronouns,  and  includes  such 
images  as  the  "Source  of  Peace."  "Oh,  Master  Workman  of 
the  Race"  becomes  "Oh,  Wonder  Worker  Full  of  Grace." 
Friends  have  always  provided  leadership  for  all  of  Chris- 
tianity in  these  areas;  now  our  language  needs  to  reflect 
our  all-encompassing  values.  Those  who  describe  Christ 
inclusively  usually  do  so  in  order  to  give  worshippers  an 
alternative  choice,  since  one  can  always  take  a fully  edited 
text  and  change  back  to  a less  edited  version.  Once  the 
work  is  done,  anyone  can  use  it. 

Whatever  level  of  inclusive  language  upon  which 
Friends  reach  unity,  we  must  do  so  soon  if  we  are  to  have 
a hymnal  that  creates  clarity  well  into  the  21st  century.  ■ 

Margaret  Fruth,  Palo  Alto  Meeting 

Margaret  Fruth,  the  author  of  " Onward  Christians  Every- 
where,” has  edited  approximately  350  hymns  for  inclusive 
language. 


Summer  Gathering.  Continued  from  previous  column. 
I have  learned  a lot  from  being  able  to  attend  the 
Summer  Gathering.  I wish  there  were  more  chances  for 
intervisitation,  especially  among  Young  Friends.  Meeting 
Friends  from  other  parts  of  the  world  makes  me  excited 
and  proud  to  be  a Friend.  I send  you  all  loving  greetings 
from  the  1996  Friends  Summer  Gathering!  ■ 

Melinda  Glines,  Strawberry  Creek  Meeting 
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Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting 

by  La  Donna  Wallen,  Tempe  Meeting 

Ninety- five  children,  Young  Friends,  and  adults  gath- 
ered at  the  Pima  Meeting  house  in  Tucson  on  March  16-17 
for  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting. 

The  Testimony  of  Integrity  in  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
by  Wilmer  Cooper  (Pendle  Hill  Pamphlet  #296)  was  dis- 
tributed before  the  meeting. 

Jim  Corbett  gave  the  opening  address  on  the  theme 
"integrity."  He  has  found  that  his  interpretation  of  integ- 
rity is  oriented  toward  the  biblical  sense  of  community.  He 
feels  that  Jesus  took  His  message  from  the  book  of  Isaiah, 
which  provided  the  basis  for  the  Christian  gospel.  We,  as 
Quakers,  need  to  reestablish  the  concepts  of  integrity  of  the 
covenant  community  and  primitive  Christianity  that 
George  Fox  and  the  early  Quakers  sought.  This  does  not 
mean  merely  sitting  in  meeting  once  a week;  it  is  the  way 
a meeting  practices  its  professed  faith.  Integrity  depends 
on  community. 

In  the  afternoon,  20  children  and  a few  adults  attended 
the  play,  "Wolf  Child,"  presented  by  Childsplay,  a Tempe- 
based  theater  group.  The  teens  hiked  the  Sabino  Canyon 
while  the  remaining  adults  enjoyed  different  discussion 
groups  based  on  the  theme  of  the  day. 

During  the  meeting  for  business.  Friends  minuted  ap- 
proval for  a prison  program  to  be  conducted  under  the  care 
of  Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting.  Pat  and  Jay  Jemison, 
Prescott  Friends  who  have  spent  their  careers  in  prison 
work,  will  work  with  the  prison  officials  of  the  state  of 
Arizona  to  try  to  establish  separate  quarters  and  appropri- 
ate programs  and  medical  needs  for  aged  prisoners.  This 
came  as  a result  of  a religious  calling  for  the  Jemisons,  and 
the  concept  was  enthusiastically  endorsed  by  Arizona 
Friends. 

During  the  evening,  the  children  presented  a play 
about  the  life  of  Elizabeth  Fry  and  her  prison  work,  fol- 
lowed by  other  intergenera tional  activities  and  fellowship. 

Worship-sharing  groups,  including  all  ages,  met  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  mornings. 

During  the  week  prior  to  Half-Yearly  Meeting,  four 
Arizona  Friends  took  part  in  the  IMYM- AFSC  Joint  Service 
Project  in  Trigo  Moreno,  Mexico,  a remote  village  of  13 
families,  about  an  eight-hour-drive  from  Hermosillo.  Bill 
and  Cindy  Theisman  from  Tempe  Meeting  and  Caroline 
Isaacs  and  Robert  Solenberger  from  Tucson,  along  with 
four  others  (two  from  Mexico),  and  project  leader  Mike 
Gray  spent  the  week  building  a latrine,  teaching  the  villag- 
ers the  concept  of  reforestation  by  planting  pine  seeds,  and 
bringing  running  water  into  one  of  the  houses  by  connect- 
ing with  an  existing  line  from  the  house  next  door.  The 
group  relaxed  by  hiking  in  the  surrounding  Sierra  Madres. 
This  group  of  people  is  willing  to  put  faith  into  action,  a 


Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Diane  Ste.  Marie,  University  Meeting 

Please  Speak  Up 

O Friend  who  mumblest  when  thee  speaks 
We  urge,  we  beg,  entreat  you, 

Shriek! 

Rather  than  have  one  precious  word 
Be  lost 

Be  sure,  when  thou  art  moved 
To  speak 
Thou  wilt  be  held 
In  Light 
Endearing 
By  those  of  us  with 
Impaired  hearing. 

-Sybil  Bayles,  University  Meeting 

"University  Meeting  recently  installed  a sound  sys- 
tem to  help  the  community  hear  messages  in  Meeting. 
Sound  system  notwithstanding,  we  continue  to  puzzle 
about  why,  if  the  Spirit  would  speak,  the  Spirit  sometimes 
mumbles."  (Excerpted  from  1994-95  State  of  the  Meeting 
Report) 

The  queries  in  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting's  Faith  and 
Practice  to  help  one  engage  in  vocal  ministry,  both  as  a 
sender  and  a receiver,  are  directed  to  being  in  a spiritually 
receptive  place.  There  is  no  query  to  help  the  sender 
consider  sharing  the  message  in  a voice  firm  and  loud 
enough  for  all  to  hear.  Does  someone  have  thoughts  or  a 
query  that  speaks  to  doing  one's  best  to  include  everyone 
in  the  message  one  has  been  led  to  share? 

Olympia  Meeting  has  a "Reading  Buddy"  system  in 
their  library.  When  there  is  more  than  one  copy  of  a Pendle 
Hill  pamphlet,  the  title  is  posted  on  a sign-up  sheet.  Then 
Friends  who  have  read  the  same  material  can  get  together 
to  talk  it  over. 

A monthly  Criminal  Justice  Study  Group  has  been 
formed  in  Olympia  Meeting.  They  are  using  materials 
developed  by  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
(AFSC)  to  educate  themselves  about  issues  surrounding 
the  criminal  justice  system,  both  locally  and  nationally.  An 
agenda  with  speakers,  field  trips,  and  reading  materials  is 
being  developed.  To  include  the  entire  meeting  in  the 
education  process,  a detailed  report  from  each  study  group 
session  is  published  in  the  newsletter. 

Port  Townsend  Worship  Group  has  become  larger, 
outgrowing  some  of  the  homes  used  as  places  for  meeting 
for  worship.  In  February  they  began  an  eight-session 
Seekers'  Study  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Faith  and 
Practice.  They  look  forward  to  the  "continuing  opportu- 
nity to  grow  in  the  spirit  as  well  as  in  numbers."  ■ 
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Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Bobbi  Kendig,  Marloma  Long  Beach  Meeting 

Our  Mid-Winter  Fellowship,  in  the  lovely  setting  of 
Temescal  Canyon,  focused  on  the  question,  "How  does  my 
Spirit  life  impact  my  daily  life?"  The  sheltering  trees  lent 
themselves  to  contemplation  and  a quieting  of  the  Spirit. 

Our  experiences  with  Quakerism — reaching  out  to  the 
Light  of  God  in  each  person  and  working  for  consensus- 
have  had  considerable  impact  in  our  daily  lives.  Some  told 
of  running  meetings  differently  since  they  became  Quak- 
ers and  finding  the  process  of  seeking  consensus  more 
effective  in  the  long  run  than  the  let's-get-on-with-it  deci- 
sions experienced  elsewhere. 

The  monthly  meetings  at  SCQM  have  much  to  tell. 
Inland  Valley  has  received  recognition  from  Liberia  del 
Pueblo,  a San  Bernardino  center  that  helps  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  Latino  community.  This  has  helped  lift  the 
spirits  of  the  meeting,  which  has  been  homeless  for  much 
of  the  year  since  losing  its  meeting  site.  Its  search  for 
another  site  continues. 

La  Jolla  is  leading  an  effort  to  form  a fellowship  group 
of  programmed  and  unprogrammed  meetings,  including 
Friends  and  attenders  of  San  Diego,  along  with  Santee 
and  Spring  Valley  Friends  Churches.  The  fellowship  will 
be  modeled  after  the  Friends  Christian  Fellowship  Group 
in  Sacramento  and  a similar  group  which  has  met  for  the 
past  year  at  Whittier  Friends  Church.  Fellowship  meet- 
ings include  shared  Bible  readings,  unprogrammed  wor- 
ship, and  a social  hour. 

Santa  Barbara's  monthly  Lompoc  Prison  Worship- 
Sharing  Meeting  has  been  laid  down  due  to  lack  of  atten- 
dance by  men  within  the  prison.  Many  attenders  have  been 
transferred  to  other  prisons. 

Marloma  Long  Beach  helped  host  the  AFSC/SCQM 
Youth  Service  Project  as  15  teenagers  and  five  adults 
provided  a picnic,  games  and  fun  for  40-50  lively  young- 
sters from  the  inner  city  of  Long  Beach.  The  teenagers  went 
bowling  afterwards  (ah,  the  energy  of  youth!)  and  raised 
$350  through  bowling  sponsors  and  contributions  for  those 
suffering  hunger  in  North  Korea. 

Orange  Grove's  teenagers  have  also  been  involved  in 
feeding  the  hungry,  in  this  case  the  homeless  in  Pasadena. 

SCQM  Regional  First  Day  School  arranged  a field  trip 
to  the  Los  Angeles  Arboretum  in  March.  They  will  have  a 
program  in  May  at  Quarterly  Meeting,  followed  by  the  last 
program  of  the  year  in  June  at  Pacific  Ackworth. 

The  effort  to  combine  Los  Angeles  Monthly  Meeting 
and  Westwood  Worship  Group  as  the  Third  Street  Wor- 
ship Group  has  been  abandoned. 

As  noted  in  the  Meetings'  reports,  changes  occur,  but 
the  urge  to  serve  appears  to  be  a constant.  Our  spiritual 
journey  provides  us  with  a full  measure  of  both  challenge 
and  enrichment.  In  fact,  it  can  be  said  that  the  more  we 
have  of  the  former,  the  greater  is  the  latter.  ■ 
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To  the  Non-Pastoral  Friends'  Meetings  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  Area. 

. . . (W)e  address  the  non-pastoral  meetings, 
of  which  we  are  one  of  about  thirty  in  the  Pacific 
Area : 

1.  The  pastoral  meetings  in  the  Pacific  Coast 
area  are,  as  we  recognize,  already  bound  together 
in  rather  close  fellowship  in  their  unified 
organizations,  namely  the  California  Yearly 
Meeting  and  the  Oregon  Yearly  Meeting.  . . . 

2.  The  non-pastoral  meetings  are  not  so 
joined.  They  are  either  independent  units  or  have 
connections  or  affiliations  only  with  some  larger 
organization  . . . 

We  believe  there  is  a great  need  for  some  kind 
of  unifying  organization  for  these  groups  (non- 
pastoral meetings)  in  the  Pacific  Coast  area. 

The  following  . . . might  be  done: 

1.  That  as  a beginning  nucleus,  those  meetings 
that  have  very  loose  or  no  ties  with  larger  bodies 
in  the  Middle  West  or  East,  such  as  our  meeting  in 
the  South,  and  certain  meetings  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Bay  area  and  in  the  Pacific  Northwest, 
propose  a change  in  the  Pacific  Coast  Association 
that  would  allow  them  to  affiliate  or  join  this 
organization  as  meetings.  . . . 

2.  The  meetings  which  have  closer  ties  eastward 
could  either  transfer  their  ties  to  the  Pacific 
Coast  organization  by  request  or  become  members  of 
the  new  organization,  without  severing  ties  to  the 
old.  . . 

3.  If  certain  of  these  meetings  are  not  ready 
for  such  a move,  they  could  continue  as  at 
present,  some  of  their  members  taking  part  in  the 
larger  organization  as  individual  members  or  as 
fraternal  delegates  until  such  time  as  their 
meetings  may  be  ready  to  affiliate.  . . . 

4.  Isolated  and  scattered  Friends  and  new 
members,  who  will  have  no  ties  with  monthly 
meetings  in  the  Pacific  Area,  could  join  as 
individuals;  or  a special  monthly  meeting  could  be 
created  to  admit  all  such  persons. 

5.  Fixed  rules  or  discipline  for  the  larger 
organization  need  not  be  a deterring  influence,  as 
it  could  be  left  to  each  monthly  meeting,  as  the 
operating  unit  in  a largely  decentralized  organi- 
zation, to  continue  with  the  discipline  it  already 
has.  . . . 

We  hope  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  Association  in  August  1946,  in  Pasadena, 
California,  a plan  will  be  formulated  for  closer 
unity  among  Friends  on  the  Pacific  Coast  who  wish 
to  become  members  of  some  such  organization  as  has 
been  indicated.  . . . 

With  the  approval  and  on  behalf  of  the  River- 
side Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends  held  the  24th  of  February,  1946. 

-Eubanks  Carsner,  Clerk 
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Dorothy  Clayton  Bonner 

Dorothy  Clayton  Bonner  was  born  on  April  18, 1908,  in 
Trenton,  New  Jersey.  A birthright  Friend,  she  felt  a special 
concern  for  young  seekers.  Not  a proselytizer,  she  opposed 
listing  the  meeting  address  in  newspaper  advertisements. 

She  attended  George  School  in  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Pratt  Institute  of  Art,  where  she  became  a food  artist. 
During  her  food  services  career,  she  prepared  and  ar- 
ranged meals  for  conscientious  objectors  during  World 
War  II,  for  Vista  del  Monte,  a Santa  Barbara  retirement 
home  where  she  subsequently  lived,  and  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  California  Commons  in  Santa  Barbara. 

She  carried  with  her  a passionate  enthusiasm,  and 
celebrated  people  she  met  and  loved  by  insisting  they  were 
either  giants  or  geniuses.  This  endeared  her  to  all. 

She  was  equally  enthusiastic  about  her  career  as  a 
Quaker  and  never  hesitated  to  voice  her  concerns  privately 
or  publicly,  usually  with  wry  humor.  She  was  tart  when 
required  and  exuberant  when  appropriate. 

In  1954  she,  her  long-time  companion  Priscilla  Moulton, 
and  others  founded  the  Santa  Barbara  Friends  Meeting.  In 
1967  she  found  a new  career  as  secretary  of  an  organization 
called  the  Santa  Barbara  Night  Counseling  Center,  a low  or 
no-cost  center  where  people  could  just  walk  in  if  they 
needed  help.  For  about  10  years  she  was  its  secretary, 
greeter,  coffee-maker,  and  listener  to  anyone  who  entered 
the  premises.  She  was  a Dot-tonic  to  many  in  distress,  as 
well  as  to  those  who  worked  there  with  her. 

Dot  died  Sunday,  September  24,  1995,  just  as  meeting 
for  worship  began.  We  like  to  think  she  oversaw  us  that 
hour,  and  some  of  us  are  almost  certain  she's  entertaining 
angels  with  her  plain  talk  and  her  assumption  that  angels 
need  to  laugh,  and  all  people  are  created  more  than  equal. 

Her  presence  will  be  missed,  but  her  valiant  spirit  lives 
on  as  a part  of  each  of  us  who  knew  and  loved  her.  a 

Elizabeth  Lehnert  Frey 

Elizabeth  Lehnert  Frey,  age  95,  died  October  28, 1995,  at 
Anthony  House,  Foxdale  Village  Retirement  Community, 
in  State  College,  Pennsylvania. 

She  was  born  December  23,  1899,  in  Vienna,  Austria, 
the  daughter  of  Berthold  and  Cornelia  Pisling  Lehnert.  In 
1928,  in  Vienna,  she  married  Otto  Max  Frey,  who  preceded 
her  in  death  in  1966. 

Educated  in  Vienna  schools,  she  was  employed  as  a 
translator  by  Larousse  Publishing  House  in  Vienna.  She 
was  also  a bookkeeper  for  Vroman's  Book  Store  in  Pasa- 
dena, California,  for  over  10  years. 

A member  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  she  is  survived  by 
two  daughters,  Trudie  Engel  of  State  College,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  Dorothy  Marshall  of  Sacramento,  California;  seven 
grandchildren;  and  four  great-grandchildren.  ■ 


Betty  Jane  Peckham 

Betty  Jane  Peckham  was  born  January  30,  1920,  in 
Olean,  New  York,  to  Otto  and  Magdelena  Geuder.  The 
youngest  of  three  children,  she  developed  a strong  liking 
for  music. 

She  turned  down  several  scholarships  in  order  to  at- 
tend, at  her  own  cost,  the  new  work-study  program  at 
Antioch  College  in  Ohio.  She  met  Kelly  Peckham  during 
their  work  in  Pirates  of  Penzance.  They  performed  in  several 
productions,  developing  a feel  for  Gilbert  and  Sullivan 
which  they  carried  forward  in  parodies  over  the  decades. 
Betty  left  Antioch  just  classes  shy  of  finishing  her  degree. 

Betty  and  Kelly  married  in  1942,  and  Betty  became 
engaged  in  Kelly's  life  as  a conscientious  objector  during 
WWII.  During  a part  of  that  time  in  Knoxville,  when  she 
worked  for  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  she  was  in 
danger  of  losing  her  job  because  of  her  refusal  to  buy  war 
bonds.  However,  she  had  met  the  general  manager  in  the 
elevator,  both  of  them  carrying  copies  of  The  Progressive. 
As  a result  of  that  contact,  the  general  manager  told  her 
boss  to  ease  off  on  the  war  bond  requirement,  and  she  kept 
her  job. 

After  the  war  years,  Betty  joined  Providence  Meeting  in 
Media,  Pennsylvania.  She  joined  Kelly  in  Cairo  as  the 
office  manager  for  the  AFSC,  where  a major  relief  program 
was  undertaken  with  Arab  refugees  in  the  Gaza  strip. 
Jeffrey  was  born  in  Olean  in  1951,  after  which  the  Peckhams 
moved  to  Southern  California  and  joined  Orange  Grove 
Meeting.  Kelly  became  finance  secretary  for  the  AFSC 
office  in  Pasadena. 

Laurel  was  born  in  1959.  For  the  next  20  years  Betty 
supported  her  children,  tended  books  for  Orange  Grove 
Meeting  and  eventually  took  on  full-time  bookkeeping 
jobs.  She  was  a passionate  believer  in  public  schools. 

After  retirement  in  1983,  Betty  and  Kelly  moved  to  Santa 
Rosa,  California,  where  she  managed  books  and  tax  reports 
for  Santa  Rosa  Creek  Commons,  the  Peace  and  Social  Justice 
Center,  Friends  Outside,  and  Redwood  Forest  Meeting. 

Betty  Peckham  died  September  20,  1995.  She  will  be 
remembered  for  her  unique  wit,  piercing  honesty,  and  her 
mastery  of  the  written  and  spoken  word.  ■ 

AFSC-IMYM  Joint  Service  Projects 

June  2-12 

Return  to  Hopi  and  Dineh  Lands.  Cost:  $300.  Con- 
tact Mike  Gray  and  Kathryn  Bowers,  9910-B  Poudre 
Canyon  Hwy,  Bellvue,  CO  80512,  (303)  490-2585. 

June  15-19 

Aid  Child  and  Migrant  Services  in  Palisade,  Colo- 
rado. Cost:  $50.  Contact  Francie  Marbury,  1840  Dover 
St,  Lakewood,  CO  80215,  (303)  237-2023. 

/ 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


MAY  1996  — PAGE  141 


Book 

Silence:  Our  Eye  on  Eternity 
by  Daniel  A.  Seeger* 
review  by  Holly  Jennings, 

Yakima  Valley  Worship  Group 

In  this  pamphlet,  Pendle  Hill  director  Dan  Seeger  re- 
flects on  the  qualities  of  inner  silence  and  how  we  can 
practice  it  in  everyday  life. 

If  we  understand  the  limitations  of  language  and  logi- 
cal reasoning,  Seeger  says,  we  seek  an  internal  silence  as 
well  as  a hushing  of  external  distraction.  Thus,  preoccupa- 
tion with  transient  concerns  and  even  theological  reflec- 
tions are  laid  aside. 

Inner  silence  entails  becoming  attentive  to  the  here  and 
now.  Attending  to  the  senses  can  help  to  center  us,  he 
notes.  Observing  the  play  of  air  or  light,  or  becoming 
aware  of  nearby  sounds  without  naming  them,  or  practic- 
ing a craft  can  interrupt  the  wanderings  of  the  mind. 

This  inner  silence,  Seeger  says,  heals  us.  We  become 
aware  of  messages  we  carry  within  that  color  our  world; 
we  become  less  governed  by  our  culture  and  its  illusions. 
Silence  enlarges  our  perspective,  cuts  through  preoccupa- 
tion with  self,  and  increases  spiritual  joy. 

"Our  hearts  are  touched  by  something  deeper  than  all 
our  reasonings,  something  more  comprehensive  than  all 
contradictions,  something  that  can  support  all  problems 
without  the  need  for  humanly  devised  solutions,"  Seeger 
writes.  "We  discover  that  one  moment  of  true  listening 
will  yield  what  no  amount  of  grappling  can  wrestle  from 
life."  ■ 

Pendle  Hill  Pamphlet  318,  Pendle  Hill  Publications, 
Wallingford,  PA  19086-6099, 1994. 

Small  Press  Books  of  Interest  to  Friends 

by  Grace  Buzaljko,  Book  Review  Editor 

Tom  Farley,  In  Father's  Lap:  A Quaker  Meeting  Story,  1995. 
Copies  available  from  Spontaneous  Combustion,  1301 
Himmel  Ave,  Redwood  City,  CA  94601. 16  pp.,  $4.00  post- 
paid; California  residents  add  8.25%  sales  tax. 

Tom  Farley  is  a member  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting. 

In  this  fictional  account,  a young  girl's  actions  in  a meeting 
for  worship  are  misread  by  a woman  who  had  been  abused 
as  a child.  The  author  intends  the  story  to  be  used  as  a way 
to  discuss  the  fears  that  now  surround  displays  of  affection 
between  fathers  and  their  children. 

Francis  D.  Hole  and  Ellie  Shacter,  A Little  Journal  of  Devo- 
tions out  of  Quaker  Worship,  2nd  ed.,  1995.  Pp.  not  numbered; 
$5.00  postpaid  from  Francis  Hole,  2201  Center  Ave,  Madi- 
son, WI 53704,  or  Ellie  Shacter,  3920  Ingraham  St,  #319,  San 
Diego,  CA  92109. 

Continued  in  next  column. 


Reviews 

Desire  for  the  Land* 
poems  by  Richard  Bear 
with  drawings  by  Ernie  Goertzen 
review  by  Lois  Barton,  Eugene  Meeting 

"These  poems  are  intended  to  be  read  aloud  in  the  presence  of 
good  things  to  eat  and  drink." 

Desire  for  the  Land  is  Oregon  poet  Richard  Bear's  first 
book  of  poems.  Along  with  the  fine  pen-and-ink  drawings 
by  artist  Ernie  Goertzen,  also  of  Oregon,  the  poems  make 
a strong  first  impression. 

The  book  has  four  sections.  The  first,  "Stony  Run," 
consists  of  a numbered  series  of  six  rewarding  word  pic- 
tures about  the  search  for  a country  home,  with  graphic 
descriptions  of  the  multiplying  difficulties  that  arise: 

"The  sills  are  gone  from  dry  rot,  and  the  window  frames 
are  cracked  and  full  of  bugs.  Glass  is  falling 
everywhere,  and  the  ceilings  are  all  drunk 
with  the  evil  wine  of  mildew-spores  and  rain." 

The  second  section,  "Be  Not  Afraid,"  is  more  varied. 
The  short  poems  speak  of  a fisherman's  day,  love  for  a 
small  daughter,  crows  on  a summit  glacier,  taking  God's 
place  in  the  life  of  one's  ducks,  and  more — a potpourri  of 
encounters  that  open  one's  heart  and  stretch  one's  soul. 

Part  three,  "Marching  on  the  Potomac,"  is  a moving 
account  of  being  jailed  as  a Vietnam  War  protester,  and  of 
later  being  fed  by  an  angel  at  the  D.C.  Hilton  Hotel.  The 
poet  recalls  both  failure  and  achievement,  a sense  of 
attaining  that  dignity  in  which  having  tried  "is  something, 
after  all." 

The  fourth  part  is  a long  poem  in  which  the  author 
explores  the  persona  of  Petrarch,  the  14th-century  poet. 

There  is  a richness  in  these  lines  that  lingers  and  prompts 
me  to  reread  these  lovingly  limned  episodes  from  the 
author's  varied  life  and  thoughts.  ■ 

Richard  Bear  is  a member  of  Eugene  Meeting.  Ernie  Goertzen 
attends  Florence  Worship  Group  in  Oregon  and  is  a member  of 
Berkeley  Meeting.  Lois  Barton  is  publisher  of  Spencer  Butte 
Press  and  author  of  several  books,  including  Daughters  of  the 
Soil,  a collection  of  poems. 

* 58  pp.  Stony  Run  Press,  36690  Wheeler  Rd,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Oregon,  97455,  $11  postpaid. 


Devotions.  Continued  from  previous  column. 
For  three  years,  two  Friends,  a man  and  a woman  living 
2000  miles  apart,  meditated  silently  and  shared  with  each 
other  weekly  (by  short,  typed  essays  from  one  and  by 
letters  and  phone  calls  from  the  other)  the  thoughts  and 
prayers  that  came  to  them  while  waiting  in  the  Presence. 
This  beautifully  designed  book  contains  their  spiritual 
devotions  from  this  period.  ■ 

Ellie  Shacter  is  a member  of  La  Jolla  Meeting. 
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„ ,OQ£  Calendar 

May  1996 

Steering  Committee,  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Multnomah  Meeting, 
Portland,  OR. 

College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

June  1996 


Board  of  Directors,  Friends  Bulletin,  Palo  Alto,  CA. 

AFSC-IMYM  Joint  Service  Project,  Hopi  and  Dineh  lands. 

"Cabrini,"  Pacific  Northwest  Gathering  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends,  "Unload- 
ing the  Backpack  of  Privilege,"  Camp  Coleman  (Longbranch  Peninsula),  WA. 
"Sacred  Clowns,  Holy  Fools:  A Weekend  for  Women,"  with  Susanna  Matthay 
and  Gene  K.  Hoffman,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

"An  Enquirer's  Weekend,"  with  Margaret  Mossman,  Jane  Peers,  and  Eric 
Moon,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

AFSC-IMYM  Joint  Service  Project,  Palisade,  Colorado. 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  Fort  Lewis  College,  Durango,  CO. 

Friends  General  Conference,  McMaster  University,  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada. 
Art  and  the  Spirit,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

July  1996 

Friends  United  Meeting  Triennial,  Westin  Hotel,  Indianapolis,  IN. 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Junior  Friends  Yearly  Meeting  Camp. 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  The  Evergreen  State  College,  Olympia,  WA. 
Northwest  Yearly  Meeting,  George  Fox  College,  Newberg,  OR. 

"A  Week  for  Friends  in  5th-7th  Grades,"  with  Mimi  and  Alan  Edgar,  Quaker 
Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

AFSC-IMYM  Joint  Service  Project,  with  the  Oglala  Lakota,  South  Dakota.* 


Scattergood  offers  a rigorous  college  preparatory  program  for  approximately  sixty 
students,  grades  9 through  12,  in  a caring,  close-knit  community  of  boarding 
students  and  residential  staff  living  and  working  together  in  a beautiful  rural  setting. 

® Coeducational 

® Graduation  requirements  include 
Quaker  studies  and  an  off-campus 
community  service  project. 

• Strong  programs  in  the  arts 

• Four-year  Spanish  language 
program  with  workcamp 
experience  in  Mexico 

• Daily  campus  and  farm  work  crews 

• Outdoor  and  wilderness  programs 

• Cooperation  emphasized  over 
competition 

• More  than  one  third  of  students  and 
staff  have  Quaker  backgrounds 

To  learn  more  about  Scattergood,  or  to  arrange  a visit,  contact  the  Director  of  Admissions, 
Scattergood  Friends  School,  1951  Delta  Avenue,  West  Branch,  Ioiva  52358-8507, 
phone  (319)  643-7628  or  (319)  643-7600,  FAX  (319)  643-7485. 

Under  the  care  of  Iowa  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  (C)  since  1890 


Announcements 

George  Fox  University 

George  Fox  College  in  Newberg, 
Oregon,  and  Western  Evangelical 
Seminary,  Portland,  Oregon,  plan  to 
merge  no  later  than  July  1,  1997,  to 
become  George  Fox  University. 

IMYM  Friendly  Review 

Intermountain  Friendly  Review, 
1996  is  just  off  the  press — the  best 
issue  yet!  $3.50  postpaid.  If  you'd  like 
a copy,  please  send  order  to  Norma 
Price,  2323  S College,  Apt  6,  Tempe, 
AZ  85282. 

Quaker  Mysticism 

The  Elizabeth  Ann  Bogart  Memo- 
rial Fund  grants  up  to  $500  to  indi- 
viduals involved  in  the  study  and 
practice  of  Quaker  mysticism.  For 
information,  contact  Carolyn  N. 
Terrell,  46  B Brainerd  St,  Mt.  Holly, 
NJ  08060. 

Summer  at  Pendle  Hill 

Pendle  Hill  offers  many  weekend 
and  other  programs  this  summer.  The 
new  Spirituality  and  the  Arts  series 
takes  place  between  July  19  and  Au- 
gust 14.  Three-to  five-day  programs, 
including  "Writing  Poems  with 
Jeanne  Lohmann,"  will  be  offered. 
Two-day  weekend  programs  will  also 
be  offered. 

For  information,  contact  Irene 
Ramsey,  Registrar,  Pendle  Hill,  Box 
PY,  338  Plush  Mill  Rd,  Wallingford, 
PA  19086-6099,  (610)  566-4507  or  (800) 
742-3150. 

Pendle  Hill  Youth  Opportunities 

6/13-7/28  Service /Leadership  In 
ternship  (ages  18-24) 
7/7-7/14  Youthcamp  (high 
school) 

For  information  contact  Alex  Kern, 
Pendle  Hill,  338  Plush  Mill  Rd, 
Wallingford,  PA  19086-6099,  (610) 
566-4507  or  (800)  742-3150. 

Cultural 

Magazine  for  the  Masses 

The  Hammer,  64  West  Penn  St,  Phila- 
delphia, PA  19144,  (215)  849-2793.  ■ 
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Advertisements 


All  advertisements  published  must  be 
consistent  with  the  beliefs  and  testimonies 
of  Friends.  $.40  per  word.  Minimum 
charge,  $8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed.  Adver- 
tisements should  be  prepaid,  if  possible. 
Send  for  information  sheet  with  prices  for 
display  ads  and  requirements.  Copy  dead- 
line: 30  days  prior  to  publication.  Publish- 
ing of  advertisements  does  not  imply  en- 
dorsement by  Friends  Bulletin. 

/ \ 
JOHN  WOOLMAN SCHOOL 

Only  West  Coast  Friends  secondary 
boarding  school!  Simple  rural  living, 
small  classes,  work  program,  loving 
community.  John  Woolman  School, 
13075  Woolman  Lane,  Nevada  City, 
CA  95959.  (916)273-3183. 

V 

Quaker  Heritage  Showcase 

Marketplace  available  to  you!  Special 
Quaker  items:  commemorative  plates, 
coffee  mugs,  T-shirts,  wood  products, 
Quaker  dolls,  and  more.  Write  for  new 
free  brochure.  Quaker  Heritage  Show- 
case, 10711  N.  Kittatinny,  Tucson,  AZ 
85737. 

Friends  in  Residence 

Quaker  couple  as  Friends  in  Residence  for 
Redwood  Forest  Meeting  in  Santa  Rosa, 
California  (one  hour  north  of  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge).  Living  quarters  provided. 
Contact:  Wende  Hilyard-Muhler,  1647 
Guemeville  Rd,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95404. 


Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin. 

Please  enclose  $24  for  individual  and 
gift  subscriptions,  $ 1 9 for  meeting  sub- 
scriptions (state  meeting). 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 

Meeting 

Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are 
tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 
Please  mail  to  Friends  Bulletin,  1620 
NW  Menlo  Drive,  Corvallis,  OR 
97330. 


Friends  House 

Friends  House,  a Quaker-sponsored  re- 
tirement community  in  Santa  Rosa,  Cali- 
fornia, offers  one-  and  two-bedroom  gar- 
den apartments  or  more  spacious  three- 
bedroom,  two-bath  homes  for  indepen- 
dent living.  Immediate  occupancy  may  be 
available.  An  assisted-living  home,  a 
skilled  nursing  facility,  and  adult  day  care 
facilities  are  also  available  on  campus. 
Friends  House  is  situated  one  hour  north 
of  San  Francisco  with  convenient  access 
to  the  Pacific  Coast,  redwood  forests,  cul- 
tural events,  medical  services,  and  shop- 
ping. Friends  House,  684  Benicia  Dr, 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95409,  (707)  538-0152. 

Beacon  Hill  Friends  House 

Quaker  center  and  residential  community 
seeks  Associate  Director  for  August  1. 
Desire  to  live  in  diverse  community  of  19 
interested  in  spiritual  growth  and  social 
concerns  and  commitment  to  Quaker 
faith  and  practice  essential.  Supervise 
maintenance  of  historic  building,  oversee 
resident  life,  manage  guest  rooms  and  ad- 
minister daily  operations.  Salary,  housing, 
benefits.  Inquiries:  Beacon  Hill  Friends 
House,  6 Chestnut  St,  Boston,  MA  02108, 
(617)  227-9118.  April  20th  deadline. 

Field  Secretary 

The  position  of  Field  Secretary  in  the 
Southern  and  Eastern  sections  of  New 
York  Yearly  Meeting  is  currently  avail- 
able. For  information  contact  the  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Boyce  Benge,  80  Dupont 
St  4D,  Brooklyn,  NY  11222. 

Katie  Shepard,  Davis  Meeting. 


Yearly  Meeting  1996 

INTERMOUNTAIN: 

Fort  Lewis  College,  Durango, 
Colorado,  June  19-23,  1996. 
NORTH  PACIFIC: 

The  Evergreen  State  College,  Olym- 
pia, Washington,  July  18-21,  1996. 
PACIFIC: 

Craig  Hall,  Chico,  California, 
August  5-10, 1996. 


Vital  Statistics 

Births 

• Geoffrey  Broque,  born  to  Eric 
Broque  and  Barbara  Horst,  Decem- 
ber 19,  1995,  Strawberry  Creek 
Meeting. 

• Aidan  Robert  Wingate  Murphy,  bom 
to  Molly  Wingate  and  Brian  Murphy, 
September  30,  1995,  Colorado 
Springs  Meeting. 

Deaths 

• Ngelechel  Calder  Miles  (age  17), 
February  25,  1996,  Honolulu 
Meeting,  Olympia  Meeting. 

• Edward  Wright,  March  3,  1996, 
Monterey  Meeting. 

• Nicholas  Evergreen  (age  15),  March 
12,  1996,  University  Meeting. 

• Mildred  Ludwig,  March  22,  1996, 
University  Meeting. 

New  Members 

• Martin  Edwards,  Redwood  Forest. 

• Ellie  Huffman  (transfer  from  Berke- 
ley), Monterey  Peninsula. 

• Jack  Huffman  (transfer  from  Berke- 
ley), Monterey  Peninsula. 

• Diana  Lane,  Santa  Cruz. 

• Linda  Niebanck  (transfer  from 
Santa  Cruz),  University. 

• Paul  Niebanck  (transfer  from  Santa 
Cruz),  University. 

• Elmyra  Powell  (transfer  from  Sandy 
Springs,  Maryland),  Orange  Grove. 

• Beth  Green  Swallow  (transfer  from 
Dover,  Ohio),  Missoula. 

• Bill  Visher  (transfer  from  Palo  Alto), 
Santa  Cruz. 

• Reggie  Windham,  Missoula. 

• Kurt  Altik  Wolfekuhler,  Albuquerque. 

• Mikala  Woodward,  University. 

• Lori  Wright,  Salt  Lake.  9 

John  Woolman  School  Workcamps 

John  Woolman  School  workcamps 
combine  hard  work  with  good  company 
and  fun. 

CAMP  I:  Sunday,  June  16-23. 

For  information  contact  Larry  Perry  (5 10) 
444-3816  or  Gil  Hamilton  (916)  756- 
1414. 

CAMP  II:  Sunday,  June  23-30. 
Contact  Jim  Anderson  (916)  345-3429. 

For  application  forms,  see  your  (PYM) 
Monthly  Meeting  Clerk  or  call  one  of  the 
above  numbers.  ■ 
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Call  to  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  1996 

A couple  of  weeks  ago  I made  a list  of  Yearly  Meeting  tasks  that  needed  my 
attention  soon.  I confirmed  the  list  against  my  job  description  and  was  pleased  to 
discover  that  my  brain  was  serving  me  well.  Two  days  later,  before  I had  found  the 
time  to  actually  do  those  tasks,  our  meeting  suffered  a tragic  death.  Fifteen-year-old 
Nick  Evergreen,  beloved  Junior  Friend,  died.  And  all  of  a sudden  life  changed.  My 
ability  to  focus  on  yearly  meeting,  my  work,  driving  across  town — all  of  it  became  a 
major  challenge. 

Nick's  death  has  brought  many  things  into  perspective.  It  has  taught  me  again  just 
how  powerful  community  is.  People  have  come  together  to  sit  with  the  family  as  they 
and  we  experience  our  grief.  Nick's  friends  have  been  in  and  out  of  the  family  home 
and  did  an  overnight  together  sharing  memories  and  feelings  with  one  another.  Word 
of  mouth  spread  the  news  quickly  and  when  his  memorial  service  took  place,  close 
to  300  people  were  in  attendance.  We  are  raw  with  grief  but  we  are  finding  so  much 
solace  in  our  shared  history  and  our  love  for  each  other. 

Is  it  not  this  same  sense  of  community  that  is  our  reason  for  being  a yearly 
meeting?  Is  this  not  the  primary  reason  that  we  draw  together  as  a group  of  people 
once  a year  at  annual  session?  It  is  here  that  we  offer  one  another  the  sustenance  of 
friendship,  of  spiritual  challenge  and  direction,  of  a common  faith.  We  need  one 
another,  not  only  in  times  of  grief,  but  also  to  share  the  road  of  life,  whatever  it  brings 
us,  with  each  other. 

This  year.  Annual  Session  will  be  held  again  at  The  Evergreen  State  College  in 
Olympia,  Washington.  Mark  the  dates  of  July  18-21  on  your  calendar  and  expect 
registration  forms  in  May.  In  addition  to  the  Annual  Session  itself.  Friends  have  an 
opportunity  to  participate  in  a workshop  sponsored  by  the  Religious  Education 
Committee  on  Thursday,  July  18.  The  focus  will  be  on  practical  applications  for  First 
Day  School  for  the  elementary  age  group.  Resource  people  will  be  experienced 
people  from  our  own  NPYM.  Further  information  will  be  available  with  the  registra- 
tion materials. 

Our  Friend  in  Residence  will  be  Vincent  Harding,  Professor  of  Religion  and  Social 
Transformation  at  the  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver.  He  and  his  wife  Rosemarie 
were  co-workers  with  Martin  Luther  King  in  the  civil  rights  movement  of  the  1960s. 
Though  not  a Quaker,  Vincent  Harding  is  no  stranger  to  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends.  He  was  on  the  Pendle  Hill  faculty  from  1979-1981  and  he  and  Rosemarie 
were  Friends  in  Residence  at  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  in  1986. 

Vincent  will  speak  to  us  of  "The  Last  Years  of  Martin  Luther  King  and  the  Future 
of  America."  In  his  last  years.  King  struggled  with  the  issue  of  poverty  in  the  United 
States  and  the  growing  inequality  between  the  rich  and  the  poor.  His  Poor  People's 
Campaign  focused  on  the  growing  multicultural  composition  of  our  nation.  These 
two  issues,  as  well  as  other  issues  of  alienation  and  inequality,  continue  to  face  us 
today.  How  did  King's  commitment  to  nonviolence  influence  his  approach  to  these 
problems?  What  can  we  learn  from  him  as  we  face  these  challenges  in  our  own 
communities?  This  is  a wonderful  opportunity  to  seek  together,  to  empower  one 
another  to  return  to  our  homes  with  a clearer  vision  and  renewed  commitment  to  a 
healthier  society. 

Your  Annual  Session  Planning  Committee  worked  hard  to  keep  the  costs  of  the 
Annual  Session  much  the  same  as  last  year,  and  we  succeeded.  Friends  who  need 
financial  assistance  should  request  aid  from  their  home  meeting;  then  reimbursement 
of  funds  so  approved  can  be  requested  from  the  yearly  meeting. 

Dear  Friends,  let  us  gather  once  again  for  the  24th  Annual  Session  of  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting.  Come  prepared  to  seek,  to  find,  to  be  challenged,  to  be  nurtured,  to 
renew  old  friendships,  and  to  make  new  ones.  We  are  fortunate  indeed  to  be  members 
of  this  blessed  community.  ■ 

-Margaret  Sorrel,  Presiding  Clerk 


Grown-up  Meeting, 
by  Jordan  Blumberg-Enge, 
Eugene  Meeting. 


